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I am writing to you today on a matter that is both grievous and time-sensitive, concerning the abuses and murders of women and children by violent males.

[INSERT YOUR REASON FOR WHY TACKLING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AS AN ISSUE IS SO IMPORTANT TO YOU i.e. This is an issue I care about very deeply because...]

As you will be aware, Prime Minister Keir Starmer declared it a mission of this government to halve Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) within a decade, as outlined in the Labour Party's 2024 General Election manifesto and subsequent policy announcements.

With at least 2 million women across the country known to be victims of male violence every year – an epidemic so serious it amounts to a “national emergency” as declared by our policing services - and with femicide rates as monitored by the Femicide Census failing to be actively tackled, it is more important than ever that EVERY SINGLE angle of this emergency be addressed in the upcoming VAWG strategy being forged by Mr Starmer and his cabinet at this very moment.

One of those angles which I fear may be missing from the strategy, is an acknowledgement of the devastating ways in which domestic violence impacts CHILDREN, and a failure to address the roles both judges and police officers play in aggravating situations which often lead to women’s murders.

I write to you today to bring your attention to a campaign launched by Making Herstory, calling for the implementation of ‘Ruma's Rules’ in the upcoming VAWG strategy. 

Ruma's Rules calls for:

1. Children under the age of 16 be recognised not only as victims of Domestic Violence and Femicide, but as key witnesses whose testimonies can be submitted as admissible evidences to court. 

​2. Children of femicides to have a say in who they wish to be cared for / be in contact with in the immediate aftermath of their mother's murder (instead of being immediately separated from all family and placed into care).

3. All judges and policing personnel directly involved in a DVA / stalking case which ends in femicide, to:
(a) be officially informed of the outcomes of their case and have these outcomes be recorded on their individual performance records;
(b) acknowledge receipt of Domestic Homicide Reviews (DHR) / reports / learnings in writing to bereaved families;
(c) undergo regular compulsory anti-racism and anti-sexism training which includes meeting with bereaved families impacted by experiences of systematic racism and sexism;

and

4. Teachers and schools to be equipped, supported and funded as a recognised frontline to help prevent future DVA and femicide tragedies. 

You can learn all about why these rules have been forged and who Ruma was at: www.makingherstory.org.uk/campaign-for-rumas-rules

I would be deeply grateful if you could kindly raise Ruma's Rules to the attention of this government in the immediacy, for discussion and inclusion in the upcoming VAWG strategy.

Please do also contact Ruma’s niece, Onjali Raúf at i.am@makingherstory.org.uk as soon as you can, to discuss this campaign with her.

I look forward to hearing from you concerning this request, and thank you for your efforts as my representative, to assist me in this matter.
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